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1809.] Strictures on the Characters of Pitt and Fox. J9i 



Mer. Take him, I am glad to get 
quit of him, for he has tlisturbed us 
all moniiuf;, swearing and talking lilie 
a fool. His tongue has not been at 
rest live minutes, these two hours, 
tumbling out nonsense in heaps, and 
abusing every body about him — Gen- 
tlemen, I am now going to give you 
a treat. Here is a precious article, 
indeed ; nothing less 1 assure \ou, 
than the celebrated Mrs. Mary Anne 
CI— ke. A.Z. 

To be continuei. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

IN tiie Bepository of Theology and 
general Literature for the last 
month, 1 find the following just cen- 
sure on Thomas Clarkson, for his 
want of discrimination of character, 
when, in his History of the Abolition 
of the Slave Trade, he equally praises 
Fox and Pitt for the parts tliey I'es- 
pec-tively took in that business. 'I he 
remarks are so congenial with my 
own, on reading that generally inte'- 
restuig work, tliat I beg permission 
for their insertion in your next num- 
ber. The finesse of the one btates- 
man forms a contrast with the decid- 
ed' measures of the other. Nor should 
praise be with-held from Lord Gren- 
viUe, whose last public act in oilice, 
was procuring the royal assent to the 
act which stamped this nefarious trade 
with l^'gislative reprobation. This one 
circumslance shows how legislative 
a<semblies in the present day are m- 
lluenced, and how obsequious they 
are to the nod of the minister for 
the time being. The reason for a- 
boliahing this trade in 1791 and 179'J 
were as forcible, as in 1806; but in 
the former years truth and justice 
pleaded in vain ; and in ISOti the just 
and necessary measure was carried, 
because I'ox and Grenville, being niif 
nisters, were honest men. 

A Reader. 
" Mr. Pitt was a speech maker, and 
could declaUn as well upon the enor- 
mities of the Slave-trade, as upon the 
horrors of Jacobinism. His eloquence 
ill behalf of tlie A/ricans, in the years 
1790 and 1792, captivated both his 
friends and enemies. But why, it may 
be ask-ed, did he not use his almost 
ifresistible inHuence to abolish the evil 
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he so patheticallv deplored ? Was he 
strong only on the side of tyranny and 
aggression"? It must be a subject of 
melancholy reflection to his admirers 
to think, tliat after all bis declarations 
aiKl protestations, he permitted the 
Britisli slave trade to increase from 
an importation of 25,000 to an impor- 
tation of 57,000 negroes in two years, 
ending 1798, by the capture of the 
Dutch and other settlements. If he 
had issued in 1797 the order of 
council 1605, above 30,000 negroes 

>er annum would have bten saved! 

rVhat Mr. Pitt, wiio was prime mi- 
nister of this country, with bomxiless 
povier, for twenty years, could not, 
or would not etiecl, was accomplish- 
ed by the" Fox and Grenville mjnis- 
try, which exisl»*d not so ni^uy 
montiis. But with then> the matter 
was taken up on principle, and ihcy 
staked their very being upon it. One 
of their tirst measures ^was to restrict 
tlie trade ; they went ou impairing it 
by degrees, and pledging the house, 
and preparing 'the touutry for its an- 
nihilation ; and their very last act. 
was the glorious bill which wiped 
away this disgraceful traflic. And 
have tliey to divide the honotir 
of this benevolent work with their 
predecessors, who, while they talked 
about it, did nothing to forward it ! 
Let Mr. Clarkson answer this ques- 
tion, who with an impropriety mo.-.t 
glaring, and injustice most shameliil, 
dedicates his admirable " History of 
the Abolition," equaliy to the manes 
of Pitt and Fox. Mr. Fox's friends 
distlain tlie compliment, and the de- 
dication will ever be an eye-sore in 
a work, which in other respects, be- 
nevolence would contemplate with 
unalloyed pleasure." 

For the BelJ'ust Monthly Magazine. 

THE ANCIENT MUSIC OF IRELAND A- 
DAPTED TO THE I'lANO FORTE. 

Mr. BuNTiNi; is at present in 
London su|)eriiitendiiig this loi g ex- 
pected collection, when is now in 
the Fres.-:, and will shortly be pub- 
li^hed with the highest em&ellishinent: 
of London Engravings. As the scope 
of this laborious undertaking, to which 
Mr, Bursting has devoted at least 
iev«nteen years, may not bs known 



1 92 Prospectus of the Ancient Music of Ireland. [March, 

and Lowland music of Scotland ; with 
au historical account of the Bagpipe. 

The predominant object throughout 
has been t© present the music, un- 
adulterated, for which this island was 
celebrated from remote ages, and 
which occasioned the Harp to be 
quartered ia her arms. It has fal- 
len to (lie lot of the Compiler to res- 
cue many airs, that in their native 
simplicitj, lead directly to the heart, 
when they were on the point of being 
lost for ever- The only repositories 
of them some years ago have paid the 
debt of nature, since the commence- 
ment of this undertaking, leaving 
hardly a successor in their art. 

From this imperfect abstract of a 
plan to which the Compiler has de- 
voted so great a portion of his life, 
it will appear that his aim has been 
to gratify the curiosity of the Anti- 
quarian, as well as to entertain the 
lover of music. 

The whole is to be contained in two 
volumes folio, and an octavo volume, 
with elegant engravings to elucidate 
different parts of the subject. 'Jhe 
music and engravings to be produc- 
ed in the best style of the Loudon 
Press. 

The work is to be adorned by a 
drawing of the most beautiful Harp 
that has ever been discovered in 
Ireland ; greatly superior in con- 
struction and ornament, to that pre- 
served in the museum of Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin, as the Harp of an an- 
cient frish monarch. i'late If. A 
representation of the ancient Irish 
Harp, played by Denni? Hempsen, of 
whom an accurate portrait was taken 
sometime before his death. Plate III. 
is to contain drawings bt the stringed 
instruments of antiquity, for the pur- 
pose of comparing and appreciating 
the principles of their construction with 
those of the instrument under review. 
Plate IV. will exhibif diagrams of 
the musical instruments of the mid- 
dle ages and more modern periods. 
A work on such a subject, so dif- 
ficult and expensive in execution, 
conducted by a person of whose mu- 
sical attainments there is only one 
opinion, J)as high demands on the 
patronage of every gentleman and 
scholar, independently of every musical 
practitioner. The publit taste, and 



to some of your readers, the following 
accouiit of it wiir be sipceptable. 
A Subscriber. 

IT is to comprehend, as nearly as 
practicable, the entire body of the 
ancient Music of this country ; the 
whole snaking an aggregate of about 
an hundred and fifty melodies. 

A number of original songs will be 
added, in their native language and 
character, with prose iranslatioin ;,and 
for several of the finest airs, arranged 
for t/ie voice with an instrumental ac- 
companiment, Eaiglish words are pre- 
pared by 'i'homas Campbell, lisq. and 
others of acknowledged talents. 

It will contain an old Irish lesson 
and prelude, played in this kingdom 
tor several generations, and latterly, 
by Dennis Hempsen, the Harper of 
Magilligan, from wiiom it was taken 
down shortly before his decease : also 
two celebrated Irish airs, with tlunr 
ancient variations, a< practised on 
tlie Harp for many years. 

With these are to be given, an o- 
riginal melody, or recitative, which 
tlie compiler had the fortune to dis- 
cover, as sung in artless strains by the 
aborigines ot different parts of Irer 
land, to the Ossianic lamentation of 
the celebrated 2)6')|t'0|t€' (Ddrdre) 
for the SODS of IXfUC-ttC}) (Usneach} 
together with a very ancient Highland 
air, a remnant of the music to which 
similar poems have been sung. 

The music will be accompanied by 
an extensive Memoir on tlie Hnrp, 
of ancient and modern times. In this 
various original matter will be found 
on a subject at once curious and little 
explored — Particularly, the distinctive 
difference between tlie music of Ire- 
land and that of neighbouring countries. 
An account of the principles upon 
wiiich the Irish Harp is tuned and 
played — of a multiplicity of technical 
terms in the Irish language, respectina 
the instroment ; its proportions, and 
tueysureinents, as well as the alterations 
it has undergone from tlie Saxon times 
to the present — ^The affinity of the 
present Harp to still more ancient 
mstruinents will be traced, particularly 
to the harp of Egyptian 'I'hebes. A 
comparative view is taken of the prin- 
cipal stringed instruments of antiquity ; 
and an inquiry into tlic liigbUiid 



1809.] 



On the Culture qf Potatoes, kc. 



192 



still more the reverence of every 
Irishman for the most ancient reliques 
of his country, are in some degree 
involved. These remains of otlier 
times almost any where else, would not 
to this day haver«mained in obscurity. 
It will therefore give satisfaction to 
announce that the work has excited 
a strong interest throughout the unit- 
ed kingdom, particularly in Gre<tt 
Britain, where the subscription is re- 
ceiving warm encouragement. 

Far the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

ON THE CULTURE OP POTATOES. 

AS the drill culture of Potatoes has 
for several years past been gaining 
(ground in this country, and the Land- 
holders are now generally convinced 
of its superiority over the lazy-bed 
rnode, both as to produce and expeTise, 
I was surprized to see in No. 6, of 
the Magazine, a statement said to be 
taken from Kawson's Survey of Kildare, 
representing the lazy-bed way as most 
profitable. 

I have looked into the extract as 
it is given in the Magazine for Sep- 
tember, and find the statement is fair- 
ly made on one acre in the drill or rather 
bank mode, and one acre in the lazy- 
bed way ; in the first there appears 
a profit oi .£'2\ 1 1, and in the latter 
only £{ 6 8. How the Gentleman 
from Castle-Upton could make such 
a mistake as to imagine that the last 
statement was for eight ai;res, when 
the author of the work expressly says 
1)6 has given it for one acre only, 
I ant at a loss to conjecture. . Surely 
no person who is a*-quainted with liie 
expi-nse of planting Potatoes with the 
spade, could tliiiik that eiglit acres 
could be done in that way, at the 
small expense of i;2 3 4 (very little 
more tlian five shillings per acre) or 
that the seed used would amount to 
no more than ofi (not five bushels 
to the acre), ihe only article of ex- 
pense that seems extx'avagant is the 
dun:; — .3'JO loads to an atre is cer- 
tainly a greater quantity than we are 
in the habit of applying in this country, 
but if only one half of the dung was 
to be taken into the statement, it 
would still leave a balance of<il2 7 9 
in favour of the bank culture, a sum 
sufficiently great to induce any fanner 
to give it a fair trial. 

BELFAST >YAG. NO. Vlrl. 



As to the advice given the Editor 
of rejecting all anonymous communi- 
cations, he will know wliat value to 
set upon it. If Magazines and such 
other periodical works in this country, 
at least, were to receive nothing but 
what had signatures, 1 am afraid 
their numbeis would be very scantily 
supplied with materials for the in- 
struction or amusement of the public. 

1 have always thought that the value 
of such communications ought to be 
estimated by the importance of the 
subject and the soundness of the rea- 
soning employed, and not the name 
of the author; 

'1 he Farmer's Magazine, published in 
Edinburgh, is principally composed of 
anonymous pieces, and^et ii is held in 
great estimation, and is judged to have 
materially served the cause of Agri- 
culture; having such a precedent I 
must beg leave to subscribe mvself 
March 1 , 1 809. A t'ARMER . 

To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine. 

SIR, 

I LATELY observed a proposal, 
made by a Correspondent to one 
of the London Magazines, that all per- 
sons who were acquainted with suc- 
cessfiil cases of tlie application of any 
of the popular remedies used througlr 
the country, should make them known 
to the public, with the proper vouchers 
tiirough tjie medium of some oftheperi- 
odical publications : 1 also find that 
it has been adopted and acted upon, 
and that several cases of common 
remedies have been already publishes;!. 
Such a plan 1 think would be eciujl'y 
useful her«, and therefbie 1 take the 
liberty of lecoinmendiug to you, t^> 
make known your wish to reieiv.; 
communications of this nature. i 
would also go farther, and invil'! 
corainunications not only of cases in 
winch they have svicceeded, but also 
where tney hive failed. The adage, 
Felix quern faciuDt aliena pericula cautiiu:, 

is no where so applicable as in the case 
of experimental medicine, in wliicli 
the failure or success ofa remedy de- 
pends as much on the mode an I 
circumstances of the a(>p!ication as 
its intrinsic qualities. If you accede 
to this hint, 1 doubt not, but that 
it will be the means of furnishing the 
public with some new and interesting 
8b 



